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STEAM TRAINS 


— Steam travel’s rise and fall 
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Dr Rudolf Diesel 


patonted the 
‘compression 
Jgition, oF diesel, 
‘engine. Later 
rofinements 
‘made it more 
‘economical to 
run than steam, 


TIME TO MOVE 


GOING PUBLIC 


SPEED DEMONS 


5 29 Jpn) 


= 100ve 


8 Cn 
tad 


GOING UNDERGROUND 


The first-ever underground railway, The 
‘Metropolitan Railway, opened in London. 
connecting Bishop's Road (now Paddington) 


and Farringson Street 


CHANGING TIMES 


Diesel locomotives were 
brought into regular use in 
the US and steam began to 
be phased out, The transition 
finished in the 19605. 


AMERICAN STEAM 


‘Stourbridge Lion, the United States 


stationary boller as the 
ralls couldn't 
support it 


WEAPON ON WHEELS 


Soldiers began modifying trains by adding 
weapons to them during the American Civil War. 
This practice continued across the 
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STEAM TRAINS 
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WORLDWIDE, 1861-1945 


Born out of military expedience, a weapons 
system capable of rapid offensive and defensive 
‘operations gave a new dimension to mid+19th 
‘century warfare, The frst recorded use of such a 
‘vehicle was in the American Gwvil War, when the 
Baldwin Locomotive Works modified a baggage 
‘car with oak planks sheathed in boilerplate to 
protect a 24-pound howitzer. Thus, the armoured 
‘rain was born. 

In the 19th century, the Franco-Prussian War, 
‘the Boer Wars and the Russo-Japanese War all 
saw the trains in use, Meanwhile, some in the 
UK were developed for coastal defence and the 
British Expeditionary Force deployed one atthe 
First Battle of Ypres atthe stat of World War I 
n the Eastern Front, the Russians armed thelr 
trains with light artillery, while the Bolsheviks had. 
‘over 100 of them during the civil war of 191820. 

1 was in Word War It that armoured trains 
peaked, The Polish Army used them against 
the invading Nazis, prompting the Germans to 
develop their own, and Soviet ones, working in 
teams of two or three, were classified as light or 
heavy depending on ther sae and weaponty. 
‘They were often armed with anthatcrat guns, 
light artillery and machine guns, while some 
transported infantry, 

However, the train’ primary flaw was its 
reliance on rails ~ when the track stopped, 30 
di the train, Furthermore, its vulnerability 
air attacks also increased throughout World War 
and as tanks improved, the armoured train's 
relevance was gradually eclipsed. 

‘While only about two dazen were produced, 
the Legkaya Broneploshadka PL-37 Light Arilery 
‘Wagon (pictured) showcased Soviet power in World 
War I. Armed with a pair of 762mm field guns 
and six 762mm machine guns, it was protected by 
armour up to 20mm thick and held 30 men, 


Main armament 

‘The PL37 mounted a patr of 752 
Model 1902/20 fed guns modified for 
service aboard the armoured rail cat 
‘The Model 1962/30 was an improved 
‘Variant ofthe original Model 1902 that 
was deployed extensively during World 
‘War [Its maximum range was 13.29 
Kilometres and its rate of fie was 10-12 
rounds per minute. The PLA7 guns 
were mounted in traversing turrets 
fore and aft, and further protected by 
armoured embrasure collars, 


Suspension 
‘The standard rll car was constructed 
for combat asthe PL? artillery 
‘wagon with achasss supported by 
the Diamond brand $5-ton twin axle 
‘ruck system, a proven structure 
that was in service prio to Work 
‘War Il The system was capable of 
supporting the additional weight of 
armour plating that inchided skirt 
sheeting to protect the undercarriage 
along with the significant tonnage of 
the twin 7.2mm tures. 


Commander's seat 

‘The commander's seat was located 
‘midway along the 14.69-metre 
length of the car inside a cupota 
‘with elevation that alowed the 
officer to communicate effectively 
with crewmen a either end. He 
centered the car from the ground via 
a steplader and utilised a hatch, 
located in the top of the cupota for 
‘external visual orientation ~ and as 
an avenue of escape ifthe vehicle 
‘was disabled in action. 


‘The armour protection of the PL37 
‘made the weapon system viakle and 
somewhat survivable in combat. 
Weighing 6875 long tons the car was 
protected with 20mm of armour plate 
along its flanks and 1mm on its roof, 
due tothe untikely event of a direct hit 
by enemy fire from above. The turret 
‘was protected by 20mm of armour as 
Well, sufficient to ward off small-arms 
fire and reduce damage sustained by 
larger calitre shells. 


Field of vision 

Gass visors and a PTK 
panoramic periscope facilitated 
the commanders view of 

the surrounding teritory, 
allowing him to select targets 
and identity threats within 
reasonable time to take 
‘action. Artilery direction was, 
the primary purpose of the 
periscope, as the PLA7 was 
‘often deployed with infantry 
tna fire support role. 


Crew entry 
‘The majoty ofthe 30man crew 
centered the armoured rl ca through 
‘thatch at ts centre. The troops 
‘imbed 3 short external adder and 
then moved to their tations inside 
Comfort was of iter no concern 
Inthe cars design and robust 
ammunition storage space rested in 
‘camped conditions. During combat. 
the noxious fumes of discharging 
‘weapons caused seme crewmen 
become il despite vention. 


armament 
‘A complement of six 762mm Maxim 
Water-cooled machine guns provided. 
secondary armament aboard the 
PLIT, effective defensively against 
‘changing infantry and cavalry and 

{naan offensive fie support role. The 
‘machine guns were placed in sleeve 
and ball mounts in the hull and in the 
‘762mm turrets adjacent tothe main 
weapons. The Maxim was fed from a 
250-round belt and its sustained rate 
Of fire was 600 rounds per minute. 


Ammunition storage 

‘The PL37 was heavily loaded with 560 
sounds of high explosives and armour 
piercing 762mm ammunition. These 
‘Were stored in bunkers in the mid and 
aft sections ofthe armoured rail car. 
‘Additionally, 30000 rounds of 762mm 
‘machine gun ammunition were stored 
{in readily accessible bins. Although 

the ammunition was a necessity, its 
detonation dive to enemy fie wou 
prove catastrophic, probably destroying 
the car and wiping out the crew. 


The cupola 
The commanders ofthe forward and reat 
76.2mm guns were stationed inside the 
turrets with triplex glass visors for target 
acquisition and field observation. Space 
within the turets was quite tiated, 
particularly during the heat of combat 

as crewmnen serviced the weapon and 
tesponded to orders from the commander. 
‘Manual elevation wheels ralsed and lowered 
the guns, A small hatch alowed the gun 
commander to view his surroundings 
externally or exit in an emergency situation 


Maintenance and servicing ofthe 
‘undercarriage and suspension system of the 
L-37 were continual, Technictans accessed, 
these vital components through doors 
Jocated in the lower sections ofthe armour 
plating and performed such services as 
‘Whee! lubrication that allowed the armoured 
attillery wagon to function along the Soviet 
rail network. The Red Amy used armoured 
trains effectively in defence against the 
German invasion in 1941; however, a large 
numberof them were lost in action 
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Why does no one remember Marc Brunel? sods tower 


‘Mare rune! soften overshadowed by Nis Ingenious son, 4 machine to mass manufactre pe blocks forthe Brith 
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How the unstoppable Russian ruler enthralled an 
empire with sex, lies and military might 


he has gone down tn history 33 
‘Catherine the Great’ thanks to 
er dedication and devotion to her 
Adopted county. One ofthe Russian 
Beet Empires greatest eaders, Catherine 
oversaw i unprecterted expansion, 3 sts of 
‘milar successes aed the aval ofthe Russlan 
Enlightenment. Her reign is considered the 
‘Golden Age of Russia but her time on the throne 
as full of salacious seandal intrigue and hidden 
truths that others use to tamish her hegacy. So 
what relly happened ring bet reg? 

Catherine was born in 1729 as Princess Sophie 
‘of AnhaleZerbst, an impoverished German royal. 
er prospects were dim url Ezabeth, empress 
‘of Rusia, wrote to Sophie's mother proposing 
‘match with ber nephew and bet, rand Dake 
Ter of Hester It was keenly accepted and 
Sophie was determined to setze het destiny. 
Jeaming to speak Rss fluently which geaty 
Impressed Fzabeth She wa a perfect fit forthe 
Russian throne. 

In contrast her betrothed was 3 terre choke 
for an emperce Born and raised in Germany. 


Bw => 


eter was brought to Russia aged M4 and be hated 
st, He refused to convert to the Russian Orthodox 
(Church — unlike Sophie, who converted and 
adopted a new name, Catherine, in 1744, A year 
late, the couple married in Saint Petersburg 
Recalling the wedding in her memoirs, Catherine 
Stated that her “heart predicted but ttle 
happiness; ambition alone sustained me” 

Catherine thought greatness awaited he, 
Instead, her husband turned out to bea drunke 
‘who played with toy soldiers like a child. They 
despised each other and their marriage went 
lunconsumimated for several years, But Catherine 
didn't want to waste her life and she told herself 
that she would become “the sovereign Empress 
‘of Russia in (het) own right" 

Feoting iscated and unloved, Catherine was 
getting desperate After years of marriage, there 
Was no heir, Elizabeth was breathing down het 
neck and the court was watching her every move. 
She started a series of affairs, firstly with Sergei 
Saltykow, ahandsome rake and court member. 
izabeth actually encouraged thelr relationship, 
Doping it would result in a pregnancy. 


Catherine finally gave bith toa long-awaited 
tlt, Paul n 175, The paternity is still debated 
{today but Catherine implied inher memoirs that 
‘twas Saltykow, though possibly only to spite 
Peter Regardless she succeeded in her purpose 
and stabilised her position at court as the mother 
ofthe future emperor. 

However, Catherine barely saw her baby a 
‘Bzabeth whisked him away and raised him 
herself. Catherine was devastated and her affair 
with Saltykov ended when he was sent away, too. 
Meanwhile, Peters behaviour became foolish, 
‘Worrying those around him His wife, having 
fulfilled her duty, couldnt bear Russia crumbling 
‘in his insipid hands because he had failed to:do 
‘his, She began to mastermind his downfall, 

Elizabeth diod in 1761 and Peter became Peter 
TIL Catherine was now empress consort but it 
‘wastft enough ~ she wanted sole power. Support 
for her grew after Peters childish behaviour at 
iizabethi’s funeral, where he created a game 
toalleviate his boredom. Taking advantage of 
this, Catherine openly greved forthe deceased 
empress, winning many admirers in the process, 
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Imperial Russia 


Peter's behaviour was inexcusable. He Skipped 
'is own coronation and withdrew from the Seven. 
‘Years’ War — despite the fact Russia was winning 
~ returning al the land that they had conquered, 
from Prussia, His actions disrespected those 


‘The empress knew that if her coup was to 
succeed, she needed someone with Influence 
and power by her side. She started an affair with 
Grigory Orioy a eutenant of the lzmailovsky 
Guards who had caught her eye the year before, 


‘supporters. She managed to hide her pregnancy 
‘under voluminous dresses for months, footing 

‘everyone around her. April 762, she secretly 
‘give birth to litte boy. who ended up being 

Tased far away from court 


Catherine 


‘led or injured during the conflict, === Catherine had chosen her new lover 
alienating the army, Peters conternpt ~ wisely. Alongside his brother and 
for the Church and his desire \ fellow guard, Alexe, he had the 
to wage war against Russia's politcal influence that she 


Peter soon left for Oranienbaum, in preparation 
{or his fight against Denmark, while Catherine 
stayed at the nearby palace of Monplalsir: Her 
‘supporters prepared themselves and among ther 
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‘By April 1762, the situation \, However, there was one Peter ignored rumours ofan tmpending KE TO HAVE MARTA DOES HE 
‘was unbearable, Peter publicly ‘obstacle that stopped Catherine coup but a conspirator was arested on 27 June, et ee Heine ————! HAVE 70'BD 
‘humiliated Catherine ata state from setzing power: she fell ‘Fearing that she would be exposed, Catherine, TOGETHER? MAN? DASHINGLY. 
‘banquet by denouncing her as a \ ‘pregnant with Orlov’s child. barely dressed, climbed into a waiting carriage iy HANDSOME? 


fool, leaving her in tears. Whispers 
circulated that night thatthe emperor, [IFS 
‘nansed and drunk, had ordered his 
‘wife's arest, Fortunately, Prince Georg Ludwig of 
Holstein, Catherine's uncle, managed to dissuade 
‘him from committing such an impulsive act. It 
‘was the final straw and Catherine knew that she 
and her son were now in grave danger. 


"The seriousness of the 


arrived: at Monplaisir 


with ‘athe 


ne long gone: 


Previously, Catherine and Peter had 
‘been sleeping tagether infrequently 
and she could have claimed that he 
‘was the baby’s father, however unlikely it may 
have seemed, But as communication between 
the two had practically stopped, there was no 
‘denying a secret liaison. Nobody could uncover 
the truth, lest risk Catherine losing her valuable 


situation sank in ad he 
te find it abandoned, 


and rode straight to Saint Petersburg in the early 
‘hours of 28 June. She headed to the barracks of 
her Joyal guardsmen, visiting the lzmatlovsky 
regiment first. The colonel ofthe regiment, Krill 
‘Razumoysty, had loved Catherine for years. They 
‘pledged their allegiance to her and those who 
resisted were arrested. The usurper made her way 
to the Winter Palace to be swort in as Russia's 
‘new rule, tothe exclamation ofthe crowd there, 
‘As for Peter, the seriousness ofthe situation 
‘sank inas he arrived at Monplaisir to find 
abandoned, with Catherine long gone: Despairing. 
he begged with his estranged wife, hoping. 
‘to negotiate an escape to his native duchy of 
Filstein with Elizaveta. The answer was no. 
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readied herself outside the Winter Palace, wearing 
oleh pens 
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Sens ee 
Sa Sa 
SS al 
Sen 
-Alexef Orlow Catherine waited a day before 
‘tssuing a statement, clatming that Peter died of 
“ahaemorthoidal colic.” But as Peter's body lay in 
state, it Was bloody and bruised, the hallmarks of 
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DOES IT MATTER 


strangulation likely committed by Alexei himself. 
When Alese wrote to Catherine to nko hr of pte 
eters nes he state ominous, ear tate 
‘might ie tonight, but Tear even rote that he 
“might live through tt” 

‘As suspicions arose that Catherine had 
commited rege she became nervous that 
‘er eign was aleady tainted. Was she involved t 
sn Peters eth? Hoult be proven, but the ; 

{ac that er postion was now more secure is 

tpeyond certain Catherine waned see, autocratic 

owe, yet some er co-cnsgas amey ¢ Co we ee ep 
Panin and Dashkova, expected her to assume the Pot d N Ke ge aaeo Oy 
gency on behalf of her young son, Catherine Pur Mo Bas 
remained stubborn and was finally owned in 

«a sumptuous coronation in Sepeember 1762. persetew ried 
‘Her message that she was in control came 
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‘of the most famous French philosophers of the ] 
| 
meiarees Saeemeamiag Aceweaes “pantemtnes il 


day, such as Voltaire and Diderot, Catherine had 
the opporunity to become the enlightened ge re ge crete 
leader she craved tobe. However, Rusia was 2 santina ccomaanas, "hana 
‘mess With a poor administrative system and a - 

backwards economy; the country languished in 

the shadows of the other word powers. ede 
complete overhaul 
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Alaska Colonisation, 
1766 
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1788-90 
‘The Otoman Empire fred a aflance with Gust 
Bo Sweden agast Catherine, is cous stay 


Catherine the Great 


Catherine wanted to introduce a better 
‘education system, build new cities, develop 
Russian culture and possibly abolish serfdom, 
‘She wrote the Nakaz, also known as the Great 
Instruction, a momentous piece that took her 
‘wo yeats to complete, It was inspired by the 
principles of Western philosophers and formed 
Catherine's idea of the perfect government, She 
resented tt to the Legislative Commission, 
assembled in 1767, which consisted of 
approximately 500 people all from diferent 
classes of society. On the surface it advertised 
‘Enlightenment thinking as a way to revitalise 
Russia ~ in reality, It reinforced Catherine's belle 
{in absolutist monarchy. 


‘The Commission fale! to achleve anything 
before ft was disbanded in 1768. embodied 
the hypocrisy that Catherine would pecile 
{throughout her reign ~ te wanted to be 
perceived around the world as an enlightened 
Jeader but the truth was very diferent story. 
"The obvious example the isue of serfdom. 
“Atone time, Catherine may have considered 
abolishing serkéom inthe Russian 


“Fer personal collection 
of artwork was the 
largest in Europe “ 


Empire altogether but the economy depended too 
‘nthe workforce, wo belonged to the 
-arfstocracy, and Catherine ultimately relied on 
the nobles for support, Consequently apart from 
"lightly improving the rights of serfs, Catherine 
"actully did nothing to improve thei situation 
throughout her reign 

‘Nevertheless, she di accomplish some of 

her goals, She was committed to improving 
‘education in Russia to bring tin ine with the 
“West and alongside new towns and cities, she 

"founded academies, ibrares and school across 
‘her vast empire Fr the first time, fee schooling 
‘became available forall children — except serfs 

and the curriculum became standardised. 

Purthermore, Catherine championed education, 
for women and even established the Smotny 
Institute for young noble git the fst ofits kind, 
‘in Saint Petersburg tn 1764, 

‘As a fierce patron ofthe ats, her personal 
collection of artwork was the largest in Burope 
atthe time. Having amassed thousands of 
‘masterpieces, she founded the Hermitage 
‘Museum in Saint Petersburg in 1764 and it is sti 
‘a museum of art and culture today, open to the 
‘public since 1852. She alo imported Western 
Iterature and encouraged the arrival of foreign 


Samm utists and architects to improve Russia culturally 


‘A woman on a mission, the empress even sent 
Russian academics abroad to learn the ways of 
‘Western culture and society and disseminate 
them back in the motherland, 
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ITENMENT PEN PALS 


As for foceign affairs, Catherine took massive 
‘strides in comparison to her predecessors. She 

patronised her former lovers with titles, money 

and power throughout her reign. However, 

there was one that she went the extra mile for 

~ Stanislaw Ponlatowshi, They had had an affair 
back in 1755, when he was the Polish secretary 

to the British envoy in Russia, but it had ended 

after Poniatowski was foroed to leave during the 
‘Seven Years’ Wat which pitched Russia against 

Batish-backed Prussia. He had hoped to reignite 
their romance but Catherine knew this was t00 

‘dangerous and told him, “You are Whely to get us 
‘both slaughtered” 

Instead, when the Polish thrane became vacant 
{n 1763, Catherine promised tt to Ponlatowsti. It 
‘was the perfect chance 10 expand her empire and, 
he was elected under the threat of the Russian 
military in 1764, Straight away, Poniatowseh 
attempted to pass a series of reforms that werent 
part of Catherine's pan. She needed Potand to 
‘remain a weak protectorate and her former kover 
‘was supposed to be her puppet, not alone wolf 
‘When rebellion broke out in Poland in 1768, 
partly In reaction to Russian influence inthe 
‘country, Catherine invaded under the pretence of 
‘restoring control, 

Her dominance over Poland concemed Prussia, 
‘Austria and, in particular the Ottoman Empire, 
‘which suffered a series of defeats at her hands 
<during the ongoing Russo-Turkish War that had 
also broken out in 1768. These losses shifted the 
‘Buropean power of balance in Russi’ favour, no. 
‘doubt to Catherine's delight. However, the arrival 
‘of bubonic plague in Moscow between 1770 and 
1772 and the resulting rots pushed Catherine 
Ino seeking a truce as areprieve. 

‘Torebalance the power in Europe, Rusia, 
Austria and Prussia all agreed 25 neighbours 


atherine corresponded with many of the great minds of her day 
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‘of Poland to partition the country among 
themselves, without discussing it with the 
PPolish king As a result, Catherine gained around 
92000kmn of tertory for her empire — almost 
the size of moxiern-day Portugal It was the 

{st of thaee partitions of Poland, which led to 
Pontatowsk's downfall 1795, usta year before 
Catherine's death. He spent his final years in 
‘Russia, surviving on a pension that was provided 
‘by the empress. 

ollowing Catherine's victory over the Turks 
{n the Russo-Turkish War in 1724, tensions 
‘were high with the Ottoman Empire. With the 
teritory she gained, she established a province to 
the south of Russia, known as New Russia, now 
part of modern-day Uiraine). When she annexed 
(Crimea in 1783, a former Turkish territory, a 
‘second conflict broke out. The second conflict. 
ought fom 1787 to 1792, saw the Turks heavily 
defeated again and Catherine's authority over 
(Crimea was secured. It was one of the greatest 
‘military achievements of her reign. 

‘During the trouble with Poland and the first 
‘Turkish wear, Orloy contimued to dominate the 
‘court as Catherine's lover. During the decade 
‘since the coup, Orlov was rewarded with lands 
and titles and i credited for dealing with the 
‘Moscow plague riots. Catherine considered 
‘marrying him, until she realised that such a 
_maye was fat too controversial Despite concern 
_about Orlov power, he held no sway over 
(Catherine or her governance of Russia. She knew 
that he was too politically inept to deal with such 
‘matters, choosing to consult Panin instead 

‘Orlov’ relationship with Catherine sparked 
{intrigue and jealously from others, especialy 
PPanin, and by 1771, he was plotting his rival's 
‘downfall His scheming paid off as Catherine 
was made aware of Orlov’ various nfidelities. 


= 


Angered and heartbroken, she sent Orlov away 
from court, never to regain her favour again. 


‘Story is infamous but not straightforward. They 
‘met on the night of the coup and Catherine 
rewarded him for his loyalty by promoting him 
to gentleman ofthe bedchamber, a position that 
allowed them to meet frequently. Potemkin had 
Joved Catherine ever since and unlike the other 
‘men at court, he wasn’ afraid of Ori. 

‘Potemkin was too bold, openly declaring his 
Jove for Catherine at every opportunity. She 
‘enjoyed his attention but was too hesitant to 
pursue anything. perhaps because of Orlov. 
However she didnt discourage Poterakin and, 
‘seeing his potential, Catherine began to forge 
hhim a political career ~ the start of his dramatic 
rise within the court. 

‘After suffering a severe eye injury, Potemkin 
‘suddenly lft the court Catherine missed him 
‘emrfbly and after 18 months, she demanded his, 
‘return in 1767, She appointed him as an army 
‘paymaster before promoting him asthe Guardian 
‘f Exotic Peoples for her Legislative Commission, 
«3 politically important role. When the Fist 
‘Russo-Turkish War broke out, Potemkin was 
‘desperate to go the front and Catherine allowed 
{though she longed for his return. 


Catherine the Great 


‘After Orlov's dismissal, Catherine distracted. 
herself with a new, younger lover, Alexander 
Vasilchikov, much to Potemkin's disappointment 
‘when he briefly returned in 1772, However, 
Catherine's interest in Vasiichikov faded quickly, 
although she compensated him with a stzeable 
pension and lands, Instead her thoughts turned 
‘back to Potemkin, now a war hero thanks to his 
multary sucoess abroad. 

‘When Potemkin disappeared from court again 
‘atthe start of 1774, Catherine finally accepted 
‘their love, He retumed and their affalr started, 
‘with Catherine inher mid-40s and Potemkin a 
decade younger, With his military experience, 
he was a useful advisor and the first of her 
Jovers with whom Catherine shared power, She 
bestowed upon him a number of military and 
political promotions, including governor general 
‘of New Russia, ranting him absolute power over 
the region, 

‘The couple's numerous love letters to one: 
‘another indicate that they secretly married. In 
letter to Potemkin, Catherine refers to him 
as “my dear, sweet angel. my very own friend, 
‘my husband," and in another tells him that 
shell “Temain (his true wife to the grave” 
‘Whether they actually marred is uncertain, 
‘but considering the nature ofthe letters and 
Potemkin’ influence at court, Its a possibilty 


“Orlov’s relationship with Gatherine sparked 
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Unfortunately their great love affair didi last. 
Catherine and Potemkin were both passionate 
‘but, plagued with jealousies and insecurities, 
their relationship rmutually cooled. By 1775, 
Catherine had a new favourite but unlike her 
previous loves, Potemkin retained his position 
of personal and politica influence over her 

for the rest of his life. In fact, he held so ch 
control that rumours swited that he procured, 
new lovers for Catherine 

Scandalous gossip also spread that the 
‘emptess lovers were vetted for their bedroom 
stalls by one of her ladies-in- waiting before 
she slept with them. This Was likely baseless 
slander but Catherine's love for men was well 
known, Her sexuality became the focus of ewe 
Jokes and crude satires designed to criticise 
her in Russia and further afleld in Europe. 
Potemkin’s Influence over het was also subject 
to such attacks, causing cracks in her image as 
an absolute rule. Her vice was exposed ~ but 
Catherine was no less powerful asa result and, 
neither was she ashamed, 

‘While Potemkin was abroad as commander 
Inchief during the Second Russo-Turkish War, 
Catherine caught sight ofa vain young officer, 
Platon Zubow. At 22 years old, he was almost 
four decades younger than the empress, who 
at that point had turned 60. Thetr affair began 
{n 1789 and Catherine loved him deeply. She 
relied on him, perhaps because of her advanced, 
‘age, and Zubov rose far quicker than any of hes 
previous lovers, However, the toy boy nature of 
this relationship once again opened the aging 
‘empress up to sexual ridicule. 


(Catherine's happiness was hampered by the 
amtival of tragic news in October 1791 — Potemkin 
hhad passed away abroad while negotiating peace 
treaty with the Turks after days of suffering with 
fever and symptoms of pneumonia. Catherine 
‘was grief-stricken, Foc the past two decades, he 
had been ber pillar of strength and now she had 
to manage without him. 

For the last five years of he life, the empress 
lavished her attention on Zubow. He played a 
crucial role in making decisions during her reign, 
leaving him envied and despised and the court 
couldn't understand Catherine's infatuation 
with him. Zubov even managed to convince 
the empress to give his brother command over 
her army in the Russo-Fersian conflict, which 
‘began in April 1796, instead of a seasoned 
‘general, though it turned out to be a good 
decision, with the younger Zibov returning in 
‘victorious glory, theres no denying that this was 
different ruler to the one who had usurped the 
throne three decades earlier 

ut Catherine never saw the outcome as 
she passed away in November 1796. Perverse 
stories of her unbridled sexuality surfaced, 
aimed at destroying ber legacy and reputation. 
‘The most famous one claimed that she had 
died after engaging in bestia witha stallion, 
‘which crushed her when its supporting hamess 
snapped. The reality is actually far less vulgar 
Catherine ccllapsed following a stroke, never to 
regain consciousness. I was an uneventful end 
for an unabashedly colourful woman, who will 
always be remembered through her epitaph as 
Catherine the Great. 
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Scottish tunes, tke Loch tosnga swe had use oy 
Lomond and The Skye Boat Song, wl well save your ile 
WHERETO STAY be inspared by the [95 Jacobte rising } = : A | 19 A Su 
‘Wt roving bands of Jacobites in the Highlands the safest place is Ruthven Barracks Built r \ / 


by the government after the last Stuart rising n the Highlands, it has withstood an assault by Be caught by the government. 
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Year — until the garrison surrendered after betng subjected to cannon fire The Jacobites will set Belling march to London and 4 

five to the barrack: ‘their defeat at Culloden, but it will be soon be up and running again ‘then to be shipped off to the Americas or 3 " 


intermittent use nthe ensuing years Jamaica, never to return, 


(Call this is a national struggle. 
Jaeobotes exist in reland and 
England while some Scots are 

fighting for the ruling king 


‘Be seen in your favourite 
tartan or with some bagpipes. 
‘These are seen as aspects of Learn Gaelic 
Heaiand conan ane have been bennad. = If you'te spending time in the Highlands, 
being able to speak the local language can help 
enormously whether youre fleeing goverment 
luoops or looking fora lace to stay, 


Despite his optimism, Bonnie show their allegiance to the king over the water 

Prince Charle has ttle hope of winning by passing thet glass over a bow of water while 
‘back the throne for the Stuarts toasting King Geogge IL. Weslthier supporters 

abo used glasses engraved with coded symbes 
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Two centenanes ago, science fiction ht the shelves for this est time 
thanks to Mary Shel. A heady mix of Gothic melancholy, Frankenstein 
~ or The Moder Prometheus, at was known briefly — was very much 
3 product of its day. While it was fist published in ITB, twas wetter in 
1816, the year wehout summer. when the world had been plunged into 
darkness following a volcanic eruption. Shelley wrote the itil rat 2s 
pat ofa competion to wrt the scariest story with her lover and future 
husband Percy Shlley and fellow poet Lord Byron while on oli 
ut over ume she expanded on &. deawangon the cuting edge scence 
of Galvani, the phlosophy of Jean Jacques Rousseau and her own 
recent macarrage The macabre result san enduring legend that has 
2 been adapted 
i many times for 
both stage and 
screen, However, 
when twa first 


wins the vote 


leit would utimately take another decade for every 
Englahwoman to hwve the right vote the pasting 

of the Represertaton of the People Act 1918 was 
watershed moment. Granta women of a certan means 
‘over the age of 30 the right to vote changed the fabric of 
‘Brivsh society forever 

Interesting, there was almost always a smal 
‘percentage of women whose investment in equity gave 
them a lawful right to vote — around I milion or 20 were 
egstered bythe turn of the century ~ but the vast 
majority were openly denied and suffrage movements 
were sweeper the western world n defance 

‘sutfage svete: formed in evry cexner of ta 
snd they eventual calied nto a numberof rational 
‘reerents dered to pressure the government to 
finaly hex the voice oft ferale population led by the 
Bes of Mibcent Fawcett and the more mata Emmeline 
Pankhurst. Even the suspension of suffrage during Word 
War | wasn't enough to deral ts moment. 

The Representation of People Act was also notable 
for extending the vote toll men ove the age of 2 
regariess of whether they owned property, which was 
huge step forward for warhing class nights. 


500 million perish from Spanish Flu 


Past centuries had thei far share of epidemic and pandemic rightmares but ro one coud have foreseen the 
‘mass medical malady that struck the world’s population Ikea biological tidal wave in the early 20th century, 
\With many 2 nation across the lobe stil embroded in World War no one was prepared for an ondaught that 
\gnored borders ethnicity and geographical divides 

The fest reported case of Spanish Flu was found in Camp Funston, Fort Rey, Kansas, where US troops 
were being dried for deployment in Work War, However. modern esearch has eritfed evidence that an 

‘early outbeeak was documented at 
aritary camp in Caples. France 
although ths wasnt mmedately 
Identified tthe time The disease 
spread through Europe ike wire 
‘wth the expansive movement of 
troops and dsplacement of civilians 
and scon crotied oceans. seemingly 
infecting every comer ofthe planet 
ints ist yea, 

Caves were documented in even 
the furthest reaches of cation, 
Inclading the biter cok ofthe 
Arctic. By the time the pandemic 
‘burned out in December 1920, 
the world's population had been 
reduced by three to five per 

cent caning fe expectancy to 
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Despite being conquered by 3 Frenchman in 1066, the nations of France and England were far 
from uted. Wil ruled fe new kingeom from aa and his successors continued t pace an 
Inhertted dam on both thrones, but dvisions were growing and war was inevitable. Between 1337 
and 52. Englund and France were embrotle ina sens of confi over the control of the duchy 
‘of Aqutarne aed posteston ofthe French throne 

The confit began with King Edward if of Engle, who found hs clam on 
French sovereignty igncred when the crown was instead placed onthe haad of 
Philp Vi Php almost enmedately annexed the highly vakable region of Aqutane | 
seed Edward responded in ket by landing troops on French sal. The war endured 
long after Edward 
eed Php, wth five 
rnerstone danhing 
for over a century, 
Both aides would 
colect thee wetanes 
and losses perhaps 
‘mest notably Henry Vs 
victory atthe Battle of 
Aggncourt in iS. As 
the baguest cllecve 
war ofthe Midd 
Ages the divisions 
between France 
and Engand were 
highighted a thet 
atonal dentives 
ee defied 
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From the moment they began their invasion of Poland, the Naas 
systematically forced the nation’s Jewish population into closely guarded 
and overcrowded ghettos. Three years later, rge portions ofthe 
“community were already being deported to concentration camps across 
the country, Thousands upon thousands of men. women and chddren were 
‘marched from the destitute conditions they had been forced to ive in are 


byy 1943, only the lst remnants of Pores Jewish people remained, 


Knowing what fate awaited them in the camp a small pocket of 
resistance ose up inthe form ofthe Jewish Combat Organtation 
(@ydowska Organizaca Bojowa, o 208). Under orders from Heivich 
amie, Nazi troops entered the Warsaw Ghetto the morning before 
Passover and were caught off guard by a bserage of gue and grenades 
Ita a bref moment of defiance and the Nazis responded with utter 
tral king over 13.000 Jews and destroying the ghetto entirely 
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The end of the Korean War. t = 


Following two bloody and exhaustive global wars the mid: 20th century faced 
another confit that was boilrg away in Asia. The war tif erupted in 1950 
‘shen northem commas forces marched south Three years of tense confict, 
folowed wth an estimated 25 milion cvians hited or wounded asa rest. 

China the Soviet Union andthe United States all took part but none were willing 
to ly comm out of fear of igrutng World War I. An armistice was reached on 
27 Jy 1953 and the separate nations of North ad South Korea were barn 


in March 1917 the 
monarch, hs wile 
Queen Alexandra and 


= kept under house 


atest at Alexander 


Palace However. folowing 
Lenin's Bedshewk uprsing 
in November 1917, ch war 
broke out With concer 
that royalist sympathsers 
would attempt to rescue 
the tsar and undermine 


While lst year saw the anniversary of 
the Russian Revohton, Russia's royal 
family id not ie unt the folowing 
summer, After Tsar Nicholas I abdeated 


their five children were a 


1617 July 1918, 


the revoltion, a death sentence was 
passed, On 16 July the royal family 
nd four of ther servants were gunned 
down beaten and stabbed to death 
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When Jean-Michel Basquiat was found dead in is New 

York studo apartment from a heroin overdose, the art 

otk bst an exerestonst lke no other Once a aft 

artist who had emerged from the notorious American 

Punk scene of his native city Basquat entered the 
‘mainstream art word 2 a voice tht championed more 

‘than just unbridled expression. Hs work challenged cass 

structure racism and poverty using poetry, abstract at and 
bis background in graft to create social commentaries 

B that engaged his audiences as much s captivated them. 

J) The tragic death of one ofthe leading figures of Neo: 
Expressionism occurred atthe very height of his fame and 

is colectonremais one of the most hxrative with ane 

untitled pece setting a US recard of $10:500,000 in 2077 


Lawrence of Arabia _ 
captures Damascus 


While imemortahued on the sve screen of one cinemas 
‘mest conic fis, the real Lawrence of Arabs impact 
‘on the course of World War | and the fabric of Arabian 
sooty emans ust as enduring, The Welborn. 
COxford-educated Lawrence arived in Egypt 914 as 
an nteligence offer before traveling to Arabi two 
yas Later to wetness the revolt agaist Ottoman le 
bby Hussein bn Al the emi of Macca Having convinced 
bis superiors ofthe importance of helping Hussen, 
Lawrence was sent to advise the Arabian army. 

The diplomat proved hansa tobe an nmensey 
talented strategst and his implementation of guerila 
‘acti helped the Arabian army strike hard atthe heart 
‘ofthe Ottoman war effort a & fought way tothe 
Syrian capital, Damascus. Lawrence wasrt present fr 
the formal ssrrender ofthe ct, have ust excaped 
‘rom the tches of an Ottoman piton but arrived just 
few hours afters fal. He became instrumental inthe 
Sormation ofa provisional government led by Hussein's 
son Fea acd continued to nurture strong relstons 
between Britain ite albes and what he hoped would 
become 3 ured, sovereign Arab state 


Flic officers iting protestors ata banned dvi 
rights march with batons and water cannons in 
Londonderry 50 years ago often regarded as 
the begining of the Troubles, News coverage 
‘brought the station in Norther rela to 
international attention. while sparking ting 
local that escalated tothe point the British 
‘Army had to inter vere in 1969 (picture. 
Paramitary groups soon emerged and the civ 
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Inthe aftermath ofthe World Wa the borders 
of Europe were redrawn, resultingin entirely new 
rations being added tothe map. One ofthese new 
counties was Czechoslovakia, which included a 
‘population of over 3 millon Germans who now found 
‘themselves ving outside oftheir homeland, This 
‘Sudetenland caused tension between Germany 
and its neighbours for decades, and proved to be 
‘one of Adolf Hiter’s most popular policies When he 
‘058 to power as he called forthe unification of al of 
Germany's scattered peoples 

‘When its on the streets ofthe Sudeterane 
‘reportedly led to the death of 300 evans ~ a figure 
that ultimately proved to be fale — Hier used the 
‘ews to poston German forces along the Czech 
border. With Germary flexing its growing mary 
strength so openly, rth prime meter Nevile 
Chamberlain joined leaders from France and aly to 
_agjee terms with Germary to peaceful end tensions 
‘The reslt was the Munich Agreement, which 
annexed the Sudetenlnd into German possession 
‘wth official recognition from some of Europe's 
leading powers. I proved a major politcal victory for 
Hitler, strategically weskened Czechoslovakia and 
Ltimately fale to slow Germany's growing desie for 
sociopolitical reawakening. 
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Interestingly. Christopher Cokunbusis often cited 
2 the man who ist set eyes on American soll 
but that’s only hal-truth. While the Genaan- born 
‘explorer never set foot in North America is four 
famous voyages id take him othe Canbbean and 
parts of South America. Iwas in 492. as captain 
of Santa Mara that Columbus and two other 
ships set out to discover anew route to the East 
Indies in Asia and ts crate trade routes. What 
he ands fellow 
salors dscovered 
was in fac, one 
‘ofthe ilnds in 
‘he shaman. 

Having sled 
for dee months 
from the Spanish 
port of Palos de a 
Frontera, Columbus 
made landal on 
cone of the islands 
and namedit San 
Salvador (Holy 
Savior), He named 
the indigenous 
people incor 
(or'ediane, ashe 
stil bebeved hed 


landed inthe Indes) noting thet ftendiness 
upon his aval. He eventual leamed that these 
peaceable people had fought off attempts from 
‘ther islands to enslave them na crue wist 

of fate — and a precursor to the booming slave 
trade these islands would eventually support ~ 
Columbus remarked in his private journal," could 
conquer the whole of them with 0 men, and 
govern them as | leased” 
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The Great War finally ends 


At the beginning of 1918, the confi that 
‘Germany and Kalser Wihalm I. The 


‘dre the Alles back across the Som 
interattack. With the Iresh nfl o 
tank and aerial 

warfare, Germany 

vas forced to aee 

to anarmistice that 

effectvely brought 


would be the leaders 
‘ofthe German amy 
that would concede 
defeat. forcing the 
later to abdeate on 
9 November 1318, 
Two days later, the 
the guns of ether 
sidetel ule and 
the Great 


DECEMBER 


Grapes of Wrath author 
John Steinbeck 


20 December 1968 


John Stenbeck ded 50 years ago this 
verter, The iter s best known for 
The Grapes ofthe Wrath the story of 
‘depossessed Okishoma tenet farmers 
who fee to Calfornia to escape the 
Dust Bowl The navel rew out 
newspaper articles he wrote about 


‘Men, However, wh 
Justice often ran trough bs writing 
his most enduring theme was his 

ative Caforna, writing romantically 
about both its bscious valleys and 
patie 


WIN £1,000 


WORTH OF PRIZES 


Make the most of 2018 with Jorvik Viking Festival tickets and hot new history books 


Tohelp kickstart your year of history we have some The festivals grand finale isa dramatic 100-strong also allow the winners to acces al ofthe festival 
_arasing prizes to veaway. inducing cetstoone combat performance, n which Ving wariors fertertainments at these tes 35 well asthe living history 
ofthe mustane events of 2018, The angst of ts face.ff with doomed Anglo Saxon defenders. neampments across the ity 

Lind in Europe, Jor Viking Festival is 3 weeldong, Leading the charge willbe three brothers and Viking ‘Asif that wasnt enough, there's morel The two 
‘commemoration of York's Norse roots and regularly _—_—legenes ~ Hafan Ragnarsson, Ubba Ragrarsson and passport winners plus seven other runners up wil also 


attracts over 40,000 vistors to the histori cy. ar the Boneless — while pyrotechnics enhance the receive abundle of brand-new history books worth 
Taking place on 128 February, this yen’ theme ight time bate royale £100 each, These must-read page-turners wil ange 

wile conquest of England by the Great Viking Army “Thanks tothe Jrvik Vikirg Centre, which reopened from the Miidle Ages to the modem day and cover 

866. Lg history displays walks, aks and tours last year ands the festival we have two group everything from mitary to music histor, Tiles up for 


zxound the cty wil also explain how the Norsemen passports fora family of five up for grabs. Worth sgabsinclude The Square ond the Tower bythe critically 
settled down andmade Macheval York the Viking capital £54.95 each, these passes wil give the winners free acclaimed Nal Ferguson, Hue 1968 by Black Hawk Down 
of England. The festival inches have-a go archery membership to the Viking Centre and other York author Mark Bowden. The Mayflower Generation by 

music from the world senowned artist Ear Selvk and a attractions inching DIG, Barley Hall and the Richard Rebecca Fraser, On the Ocean by Barry Cunife and The 


feat fit for Vala atthe Great Viking Army Banquet. & Henry Vil Experience for 2 months. They wil Private Life of Edward Vi by John Ashdown Hi 


following question: Viking Festival 


12% to 18 February 2018 


Formore 
‘information, visit 
Jorvik-viking- 
festivalco.uk 


Fabulous 


A ATOMIC CITY, 
‘2 


How Las Vegas boomed during thé Cold War 
taught America to love the Bomb through 
parties and beauty pagean’ 


happens in Vegas, stays 
in Vegas. goes the saying. 
Las Vegas i America’s sin 
diy. year-round resort 
of high-rling gamblers, 
Jow- ving hedonsts, couples who are wed by ENis 
impersonators and fais visting this spectacular 
and sear city in the Nevada desert 

In the 1950s, while the Mafla were bung the 
dts hotels and casinos and stars he Frank Sinatra 
‘were packing inthe crowds at the rights, the 
neon lights of Las Vegas ‘Strip were ecipsed by 
another cowd- pile: the detonation ash and 
‘mushroom clouds ofthe tec bomb. Masive 
<ischarges of radation happened near Vegas 
and none oft stayed there. 

‘At awn on 27 January 1951, a US Ar Force 
8:50 bomber dropped a nuclear warhead trom 
6.096 metres above Frenchman Fats ~ only 
104 kilometres northwest of the Strip. President 
Harry Truman had ordered the conversion o an 
£800,000.acre Ar Force bombing range inthe 
baron Nevada Desert into the Nevada Proving 
Grounds tha heart ofthe United States’ Cold War 
rear programme, 

Te location was perfect for testing nucear 
devices — the desert seting was preditabe, 
th ear skies, fw hurity and a ow chon 
population. Over the next four decades, unti the 
cessation of testing in 1992 wit the end ofthe 
Cold Wa, the Department of Energy wast test 
928 nuckar devices atthe ste 

That fist warhead, codenamed Able, was more 
powerful than the bombs dropped on Hiroshima 


‘The distinctive mushroom cloud took shape asthe 
heat and radiation erupted outwards, almost in 
slow mation, showering the surrounding area with 
poisonous ration, 

Technicians registered and recorded the shock 
‘waves and the radioactive fallout as they tested 
the bomb's destructive potential cn animals, cars, 
trees, houses and shop window mannequins from 
JCPenney. Reporters, photographers, government 
Visitors and local dignitaries were allowed to watch 
from News Nob, ail on the test site, but the flash 
‘was so bright that It could be seen 643 kilometres 
‘away in San Francisco, 

Meanwhile in Las Vegas, residants were diving 
to the edge ofthe cy and having picnics as they 
‘watched the mushroom cloud spread across the sky. 
Tourlsts dambered onto the diving board of hotel 
‘swimming pools to get a better view, Las Vegas 
‘was ‘Atomic Cy, USA, and the bomb was one of es 
unique attractions 

The post war years were, in the tite ofthe Engish 
oot Jeff Nutals 1968 book, the years of Bomb 
CCuture. Rather than ending conflict forever, World 
War It had demorstrated that mankind had finaly 
‘contrived a method for Is total annfiation. The 
future seemed tinged with fear and touched with 
‘expectation of apocalypse. 

Americans knew what damage nuctear blasts and 
‘adlation could do — they had seen the pictures of 
the devastation at Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945. 


‘American also feared thatthe 'Red Menace’ of the 
Soviet Union, now engaged in an atomic arms race, 
‘would nuke ther cies, Schooktulren were trained 
in emergency dri in case of attack. 

“This was the height ofthe Cold War and the 
"Duck and Cover dil recalls lca historian Dennis 
McBride, whose mother worked atthe tes site. 
“t's so hard to even artiauate, being instifed with 
the sense that at any moment your ife could come. 
to.ahorrby frightening, bloody end.” 

‘You might think citizens would have protested 
‘about the rain of atomic fallout on their hommes but 
Las Vegas was not lke other places. People dd’. 
‘only move there to wrk as walters, croupers and 
pool attendants; they care because ofthe mitary 
‘and scientific jobs that it created, 

"The best thing to happen to Vegas was the 
Bomb,” casino owner Benny Binion dammed in the 
1970s, Between 1950 and 1960, the y's population 
‘doubled trom 40,000 to 80,000, and then doubled 
‘again inthe 1970s, From the start, federal funds had 
‘always powered the city's expansion, 


Before Las Vegas became Atomic City, It had 
‘branded itself as The Gateway to the Boulder Dar’ 
Now the miltary personnel and dvilan nucear 
‘technicians who settle inside the test site Rsef at 
Mercury, Nevada, became a significant presence in 
‘the areas year-round population and contributed 
{0 the state's economy. Over the course of the Cold 
‘War, about 125,000 people held jobs atthe ste. 
in ts radioactive heyday, Mercury Pad a miltary 
baracks, a bowing ally, a cinema and even a 
‘swimming pool, but the desert around the town 
‘stil pockmarked with craters from atomic 
‘detonations. One of them, the Sedan crater, i the 
largest man-made hole in the United States, Part of 
atest into the use of nuclear bombs for mining, 
Ie was created when a 104-kiloton detonation 
‘displaced 12 milion tons of earth and rock, and it's 
‘early 396 metres wide and 97 metres daep. 
Indoed, the very oddity of Las Vegas i reflected 
In the fact that cn of the few notable objections to 
the testing prograrnme came from Howard Hughes. 
The eccentric millonaire was terrified of dirt, disease 
and contamination, and he was worried abou 
‘acation geting into the water supply. However, the 
Department of Energy insisted that there was no 
‘danger and the people of Las Vegas were advised to 
take a shower if they had been directly exposed to 
‘any fallout. They were aso issued with miftary dog 
‘tags, ust in case any accidents occured. 
Instaad of protesting, Las Vegas incorporated the 
‘weapon into the leisure industry. The fst test in 
1951 was marked by a parade with a float adomed 
‘wth a glant mushroom coud and swimsut-<lad 
‘models. The city designated the Nevada Proving 
Ground as a tours attraction and the Chamber of 
‘Commerce printed calendars that listed detonation 
times and recommended the best vantage points 
Benny Binion's Horseshoe Casino and the ral 
Desert inn capitalised on their north-facing vistas 
by holding ‘Dawn Bomb Parties. These al-night 
‘events saw guests dance and drink‘atomic cocktal 
(Carefully coordinated with the miltary tests, these 


“Tes the ink that you dot por Now when you 
‘akeonesi, you wont ped anymore the jester 
‘Sm Galan sang on his 145 song Atoms Coxktall. 
“When ous tcoming gb your sutrate/ Ise 
ysuthgh they Bk ima” Call, wo feats 
‘ark K's 157 novel On he Ra, new boat 
‘yng and espoves In 1A especie ce 
caver toy bombers nthe Paci 
“The somic cocktail war al drink ad it wat rein 
Vegas dig the bom testing year Mix Yi cunce (42 
‘dof oa 1 ances of copa an aap 
‘fer na cock shaker Shake with ke, tain nto 
chill martin glam and ada futher 1 ounces 


‘dalled umpapne As Gallant sag "Boon 


parties went out with a bang — the flash ofa nuciear 
blast, brighter than the sun. went off t dawn, 

‘The mushroom cloud became one of Las Vegas 
‘most iconic symbols, le the palm tree, the 
‘neon sign and the roulette wheel t appeared on 
bitboards, casino marquees and, in a reflection of 
the prominence of the nuciear business in white 
collar local employment, on the cover of the Las 
Vegas High School yearbook. The Sands Hotel 
‘even adapted the tradtional bauty contest — 
entrants for Miss Atomic Bomb wore cotton wool 
‘ashroom clouds along wth the usual swimsuit and 
high heels. By 1954, 8 milion tourists were visting 
the city every yaar. 

‘Nuclear radiation was known to be fatal but 
is effects ware not yet quantified. The US Army 
brought truddoads of soldiers and sat them close 
to the blast site without any protection Instead, 
they were sometimes told to cover thelr eyes oF 
sit with ther backs to the blastn case the flash 
damaged their sight. Afterwards, the dust from 
the detorations was hosed and brushed off their 
Lunforms and sin. Unsurprisingly, those exposed 
inthis way suffered high rates of premature death 
from cancer. So ci the ‘downwinders, people Iving, 
‘dowrwind from the blasts in the small farming 
communities of Utah, 

Las Vegas citizens were ako unacknowledged 
conscripts ofthe testing programme and, on 
average, there was 3 detonation every three weeks 


Welcome to Atomie City, USA 


‘throughout the 1950s. The Las Vegas of Frank 
‘Sinatra, Dean Martin and Sammy Davis, Jr — the 
‘Vegas of slot machines, cabarets and free ribeye 
suppers — was also living test ground forthe 
effects of atomic radiation. Photographers fimed the 
tests from as little as 1 klometres away, protected 
by nothing more than dark sunglasses. 

“We used to get up inthe moming, drive out 
to the highway and watch the blast.” Las Vegas 
resident Gal Andress told the Las Vegas Weekly in 
22012. Andress and his wife Donna, now both in their 
‘80s, were regular spectators of the detonatiors. 

“It looked the the sun come up again. It Wt the 
‘whole area, We were assured there wasnt gong 
tobe. problem. It was real interesting It was an 
attraction” Andress, who had served as a US Navy 
‘arial gunner in World War Il, would count from the 
time ofthe blast to "see how long before the wind 
‘would come and rattle the blinds: 

‘Coser to the ation, Alvata McBride was a 
‘switchboard operator atthe test site. On one 
‘occasion, she and her co-workers were driven to a 
iewing area 15 kilometres from the blast ~ the dust 
It them wth such force that knocked hats from 
bands and blew some viewers off their feet. 

Las Vegas’ atomic party came to an end in 1963. 
‘The Cuban Missile Crisis the previous October had 
brought the United States and the Soviet Union to 
the brink of nuclear war. The Limited Test Ban Treaty 
(0F 1963 was ajont attempt to lower the ring 


‘rates 


temperature of the Cold War, banning testing inthe 
atmosphere in space and underwater. Although 
atomic experiments continued in Nevada until the 
1990s, they were only conducted underground, 
‘meaning they couldn't be seen from any hotel 
‘swimming pool, so dirt have the same craw. 

Stil, the bomb remains pat of Las Vogas' tourist 
Industry today. The Nationa Atomic Testing Museu 
‘sstuated jst over 1.5 kilometres from the Strip 
and vistors can view Atomic Age souvenirs ike 
Dbanes of Kix area, each with a giveaway Kix Atomic 
Ring: spiced candy called the Atomic Fiebalt the 
‘Superboy comic book, with Rs atom- powered 
hero in radioactive tights; and a rea atomic bomb, 
presumably deactivated, There ae aso essential 
handbooks for vistors to 1950s Las Vegas such 
’3s Survival Under Atomic Attock and Atomic Cocktals: 
[Mined Drinks for Modern Times. 

Once a month, the Department of Energy takes 
sitors ona free tour of the ghostly testing ground, 
ow known as the Nevada National Security Site, 
wath no cameras, videos or stfie sticks allowed. 
‘Today, the town of Mercury, Nevada, & dying, with 
‘many buildings pulled down and others collapsing 
— but the tower and cabling forthe lcecap test sti 
stand undamaged. On 2 October 1992, days before 
‘a warhead was scheduled to be detonated from 
the top of the tower, President George HW Bush 
signed into law a moratorium on further nuclear 
‘experiments. Atomic Cty was well and truly gone. 


Cold War America Welcome to Alomiogf USA 


Between the fst detonation In Nevada In 1951 and ——coderarad batches or series. The chart below shows al 
the 1992 moratorium on ruc testing, 928 American the aboveground test that occured in Nevada prior to Fae 5S oa 
‘car tests were carried out at the Nevada Proving the 1963 Limted Test Ban Treat. The total ik refers Saymimiens Bester 
Grounds 10 ofthese were detonated above ground tothe combined amount of energy released by all the inocton pees erris || ped pnting rend 
and 828 below but Iwas the aboveground ones that bombs dropped in each series. For reference ne iloton sina ne genet trceratom 
realy drew the crowes, These were conducted 1 sequal tothe power of 1000 tons of TNT tty toot bo 
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Did Alexander the Great's one-on-one lessons with Greek 
intellectual giant Aristotle shape the iconic king's rule? 


Aristotle was about 40 when Philip hired 
him in 343 BCE. He had spent the previous 


Jexander Ill of Macedon, better known as 
‘Alexander the Great, built an empire that 
stretched from Greece to the Indian. 
border in litle more than a decade. 
But as well as being a mighty 

‘Congueror, he was famed for his intellect, showing 

a keen interest in philosophy, medicine and 

science. This perhaps comes as no surprise as 

hhe was taught by none other than Aristotle, 

the Greek philosopher whose ideas are now 

pillar of Western thought, But how did this 

{ntllectual giant come to teach a teenage 

prince and how faithfully dia the conqueror 

live up to his schoolmaster’ ideals? 

‘Most of our knowedge of Alexander the 

Great comes to us from second: and thir 

hand accounts written hunxtreds of years 

after his death, which tend to give his ite 

the soft glow of myth. The most referenced 

lextant source we possess is Putarch’s Parallel 

‘ives, which he wrote in the 2nd century CE, 

‘neatly SOO years after the emperor's death, 


UUkely because Plato did not select 
him as his successor, appointing his 


son, be ultimately invited Aristotle 

to teach the precocious prince. This 
‘may have been because Aristotle, 
lke Alexander and Philip, was 
Macedonian and his own father, 
Nicomachus, had served as the court 
physician for Philips father, Amyntas. 

‘While tt would have been a great 

‘honour to train a future monarch, 

‘Aristotle never explained why he 

accepted the Job of royal tutor. The 


Phutarch gives us few dotals about the three- 
‘Yeur period thatthe young Alexander spent 
studying under Aristotle, between the ages of 
[Band 16. But what we do know is tantalising as, 
although this tutorship only lasted a short time, 


philosopher was widely respected in his 
wn Iifetime, so would have other options 
after lewving Plato's Academy. Aristotle 
possibly already dreamt of establishing his 
‘wn val school in Athens and knew royal 


Mt may have altered the course of history. 
‘Alexander was born in 356 BCE in the Macedonian 

‘capital of Pella. The son of King Pip land his fourth 

wife, Olympia, he was raised with royal intent, receiving 


patronage woukt make this possible. As part 
of Aristotle's contrac, we do know Philip agreed 
to restore his home city of Stagra, which the king 
hhad razed several years eatlier as punishment for an 


‘military training alongside schooling from Artstotle. 


ETAT AT PARRY TTT 


Aristo was given a small temple dedicated to the 
‘nymphs to use asa classroom in the village of Mieza just 
‘outside of Pella. Incredibly, you can stil see the stone seats 
they sat on and the shady walks the philosopher was wont to 
take among its ruins today. As well as Alexander, Aristotle's 
school took in several other high-ranking children. Many 
Of these would go onto become some of Alexanders most 
‘rusted generals and companions, including Hephaestion, 
Prolemy, Cassander and Glitus 

Plutarch says thatthe clas lessons were centred on 
ethics, politics, philosophy and rhetoric, Aristotle may have 
also lectured the group on Plato's so-called ‘unwritten 
doctrines. While these are now lost to history, they likely 
{included Plato's metaphysical and spiritual speculations, 
‘Which were normally reserved for initiates of his Academy 
and not widely shared. 

Aristotle also wrote short instructional pamphlets 
specifically to train Alexander in becoming a good king. 
‘Again, we dont know exactly what these contained but 
a later biographer, Diogenes Larus, preserved the titles, 
Which include On Kingship, In Pratse of Colonies, Alexander's 
Assemby are The Glories of Riches. 

‘The general education of young men in Ancient Greece at 
that time involved a close study of poets, philosophers and 
playwrights from Homer to Sophocles. But Aristotle also had 
an immense interest in the sciences and he made sure to 
teach Alexander everything he knew about biology pysics 
and medicine. The prince must have taken this on board 2s 
fn later life he was Imown to aggressively prescribe diets, 
‘medicines and exercises to his friends when they fell. 
‘Alexander also sent exctic plants and animals back to his old 
‘tutor so that he could study ther, 


‘After his death in Babylon, Alexanders will went so far 
235 to suggest his quest to conquer the world was partially 
Scientific, and that he had planned to cross the Indian Ocean 
and circumnavigate the Hom of Aftca to further both his 
‘dominion and understanding, While this could be chalked up 
as buster afterall, Napoleon made similar claims), Alexander 
‘was as much the intellectual her of Aristotle ashe was the 
royal successor of Macedonia, This philosophical inheritance 
‘was handed down to Aristotle from Plato, who himself had 
been taught by Socrates ~ a triumvirate that inchides seme of 
the greatest Ancient Greek minds 

‘Alexander took this role very seriously. When on campalg 
in Persia, he found out that Aristotle had published some of 
Plato aforementioned unwritten dates. He wrote aster 
Jeter ustrating his dtspleasure, saying Thad rather excel 
‘others inthe knowledge of what Is excellent, than in the 
‘extent of my power ara dominion: 

However anecdotal this correspondence may be it 
certainty does characterise Alexander's charisma and the 
ideology of Aristotle. The future leader of Macedonia believed 
that he was exceptional and that philosophy was sarosanet 

his education had helped him to achieve his rank. ti 
possible that Aristotle's teachings had informed his sel 
perception as wells his abit to attain greatness 

Like most ovals, Alexander was primed fr sucess, but 
seldom does a prince have instruction in how to bring this 
quality to fruition. A maor part of Aristotelian philosophy 
actualy concerned with realising potential —a person Who 
‘wants to be greats required to practice wisdom and strive 
for excellence, This excellence, or arte i the Ancient Greek, 
‘concept thatthe greatest excel through virtue, Intelligence, 
nobility of birth and beauty of body. j 

55 


In addition, Aristotle wrote about entelechy, which is 
‘concerned with how a person can realise their potential 
‘Teexamines causes and effects to better understand how 
‘events unfold and how people develop. Aristotle woul 
have taught Alexander to analyse his life to make it more 
‘excellent and how to study a range of outcomes to select 
the best course of action. This is to say that Aristotle would 
have taught the prince how to unlock is potential and this 
{s why Alexander repudiates his tutor for sharing knowledge 
with others, because he knew that if they were to read the 
Dhilosopher’s ideas, they would have access to what he saw 
tobe the ‘secret knowledge’ necessary to take the world 

‘Alexander's education manifests itself in others ways 
as well. For example, he didnt strive to enslave the workd 
through mere butchery and violence. Rather, he was known 
to trea the people he conquered with humanity and to have 
shown amnesty to the wives and daughters ofthe Persian 
emperor after defeating him in battle 

While excellence is an Aristotelian ethic, the tutor would 
have taught the prince to read and appreciate how other 
revered authors treated glory, excellence and virtue. Putarch 
notes that Alexander slept with a copy of Homer's iad under 
his pillow, annotated by none other than Aristotle himself 
Achilles, the protagonist of the epic poem that was composed 
several centuries before this period is concemed chiefly with 
his own personal glory and reputation, not with money or 
prizes. Alexander undoubtedly reflected this in his insatiable 
‘desire to conquer the world and his simultaneous charity, 
‘siving away presents and money to his Sokiiers and allies. 


‘Aral ag he 
I cies tre 


B Acistte was himselt student 


a, 


‘The ruins of the school Aristotle established 
for Alexander ard hie fren st Mesa 


‘Throughout his life, Alexander's predilection for 
philosophy never fated. There are several anecdotes: 
Interactions with other eminent philosophers during | 
‘ceaseless military campaigns across eastem Europe and Asia 
‘hat suggest he had a personal affinity for their eccentricities 
as well a their Views. 

Indeed, upon meeting Diogenes of Sinope, ane ofthe 
founders of Cynicism who was known for his extremely 
simple lifestyle ~ and fo living tn a large Jar in an Athenian 
marketplace ~ Alexander addressed him and offered him, 
anything he wanted. The cheeky Diogenes merely asked the 
Macedonian to step out of the way so he could sunbathe 
more easily. Alexander, suitably impressed remarked, “But 
truly if were not Alexander, I would be Diogenes 

Despite these anectotes that show a certain humility, 
‘Alexander's unprecedented military successes would 
‘eventually cause him to exhibit some very un-Aristotellan 
vices, lke indulgences in wine, Nattery, violence and 
‘excessive sleep. The conqueror even came to believe that 
he was a god and he is said to have remarked that only 
"sleep and sex” made him feel mortal 

‘On one infamous occasion, be drunkenly burned down the 
Persian capital of Persepolis just five months after capturing 
ftand, ina separate incident, he killed his friend Cletus ina 
‘drunken quarrel, spearing him through the chest and then 
immediately weeping with regret. 

‘When Aristotle's tutorship of Alexander came to an end in 
[HO BCE, the philosopher returned to Athens and established 

wn school of philosophy. the Lyceum. He and his 

students came to be known as the Peripatetics as a result of 
their habit of strolling the gardens during their lessons, But 
after Alexander's demise in Babylon n 323 BCE, the pro- 
Macedonian government of Athens fell and Aristotle was 
forced to flee for his if, remarking that he would "not allow 
Athens to sin against philosophy twice” in reference to the 
city's execution of Socrates 

‘After Alexander's death, his generals greedily carved up 
the empire and fought among themselves. Known as the 
Diadochi, or Successors, several of them had been Alexander's 
‘ld classmates, Ptolemy, who may have been the late rule's 
halfbrother, seized Egypt, and his family would rule it for 
several centuries unt the arrival of the Romans. In fact, the 
infamous Cleopatra, of Jultus Caesar acclaim, was a member 
Of the Ptolemies. Just as Alexanders sucoesses in war and 
Statecraft can in part be attributed to Aristotle’ education, 
so can Ptolemy's. 


Alexander classmate Potemy wou! become res 
‘tEaypt and ound the Great rary of Alesana 


‘Two other former students, Antipater and his son 
(Cassander, would come to rule lange swaths of Alexander's 
empire. nchuding where had begun in Greece and 
Macedonia. Aristotle also named Antipater the exscutor of 
‘his will when be died in 322 BCE, suggesting they remained 
‘geod friends in subsequent years. The same cant be said for 
Aristotle and Alexander 

‘Alexander fulfilled his father's promise and restored 
‘Stagira. The specimens he sent his old tutor allowed Aristotle 
{oestablish an impressive 200 and botanical garden. The king 
also patronised the Lyceum, so Aristotle could afford to build 
Vast Iibrary. But Plutarch suggests the pair fll cut in later 
years, possibly over Alexander's treatment ofthe Persians. 

Aristotle hated the Persians, in part for how the treated. 
{fellow Platonic mentee Hermias of Atarmeus. After the cty 

led reed gai the Perea, Artazerse 


Comes trem Ptah 


‘Alexander the Greta bes remembered for ls military yen 
suchas his Victory over Davis at the at of ass 


‘Alexander successfully took the Persian Empire, but at 
‘overthowing Dus Il he didnot show any of Aristotle's 
{nfolerance ar xenophobia towards his people. In fact, his 
Macedonian and Greek solders would famously mutiny 
because Alexander was showing too much favour to the 
Persians, adopting thelr style of dress and giving them 
officer ranks in the military. Most notably, in a show of 
solidarity with his conquered people, Alexander went 

0 far as to marry his generals and officers en masse to 
Pesan noblewomen using Persian traditions in the ty 
of Susa in 324 BCE, 

‘Alexander himself, stil married to Roxana, also marred 
Statera, the oldest daughter of Darius n order to better 
‘nite the royal families ofthe two territories tis 
that be understood that conquering an empire required.” 
‘very different virtues from ruling one and that he ne 
to extend qualities Ike grace and tolerance to al ofthe 
people in his dominion — not just Greeks ~ in arer to. 
rule effectively and fairy 

ts seldom in history that a great conqueror also lo 

virtue and knowledge. In The Republi, written 25 years 

before Alexander's birth, Pato anticipates a “Phi 

King” who would rule himself with virtue and lead his 
nation with a love of knowledge, excellence and justice, 


he could realise those lofty goals and his death cast ao 
shadow on the ancient world. 

Despite this, Alexander's indelible accomplishments 
‘each subsequent conqueror to feel inadequate, Famousl, 
Julus Caesar would weep in envy of Alexander and his 
‘memory transcends the cities that still bear his name today, 
such as Alexandra in Egypt. 

[Like Aristotle and Pato, Alexander's legacy was felt 
tidal wave of philosophy, art and ideas that poured 
‘rom Greece to Iran, Pakistan and india in the wake 
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SEX, SLASHERS 
Q SLY GROG 


In the wake of a new era for Australia, vice-hungry 
vagabonds ruled the streets of Sydney 


‘Written by Tanita Matthews 


‘THE UNDERBELLY 
DOWN UNDER 


‘Rough around the edges and savouring the pre-war 
era, Australi’ New South Walesin the eay years 
‘ofthe 20th century was place where prostitution, 
‘gambling, narcotics and guns were not just 
tolerated, but in most instances legal. But in 1905, 
‘the country’s government began to slowly erode 
‘away all the bad habit its inhabitants had. 
‘dung tofor comfort. 
‘Accombination of laws passed such as 
the Vagrancy Act of 1902, the Gambling 
and Betting Act of 1906, The Police Offences 


‘Australian tabloids, latching onto the Al Capone 
era that was plaguing America on the other side of 
the globe, declared East Syciney was "the Chicago 
(ofthe South” and a “reeding place of vice” 
‘Australia would draw a lot of parallels to the US 
and its Probibition Era a it mirrored the strict Laws 


‘Writer summarised in his book Razor A True 


| Tilly Devine 


Razor Gangs: Sex, Slashers & Sly Grog 


{Intended but wrong-headed laws anda truly 
extraordinary group of ambatious and ruthless 


‘Surry Hills, Darlinghurst, Wooloamocioo, 
Paddington and King’s Cross districts became the 
‘stomping grounds of infamous vice queens Tilly 
Devine and Kate Leigh and their gangs, along 
‘with Melbourne razor gang leader and standover 
‘merchant Norman Bruhn, and Phil The Jew Jets 
cocaine pusher and sly grog patron 

‘Each madam was determined to outdo the 
‘others insistent on being the most powerful and 
{infamous criminal thelr country had ever seen. 
‘Between them they forged armies of brutes who 
‘waged war on the streets of Sydney. Following on, 
from the 1927 Pistol Act, which prohibited guns 
being carried, villains donned a new weapon of 
‘choice: the razor blade. 

‘Asent but deadly accomplice to crime, 
thousands of men and women found themselves 
‘brutalised victims of slashings and stabbings. 
‘Sytneysiders did't fear death so much as the 
‘trademark L-shaped scar on their cheek that 
‘marked them asthe prey of underworld gangs. 
[None evoked such terror as the razor gangs of 
‘Sydney and the men and women behind them. 


SLY GROG QUEEN 
OF SYDNEY 


Leigh, the older of the madams and the only 
‘Australian mative ofthe four leaders, was born in 


(13 children, she was a wilful spirit, always in 


‘Nelle Cameron sso known ae 
{he 'Kise of Death Gi in 930 
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We, 
trouble for stealing hitting other children and 
Playing truant. After four years ina g's home 
for ‘delinquent’ and uncontrolable gts following 
years of maltreatment asa child, she worked as 
‘Waitress and in factories in Glebe and Surry Hill 


‘seek the company of criminals. At 21 years of 
age, she married her fist husband, Jack Leigh, a 
30-yearold carpenter and petty crook. The two 
hhad a daughter together but parted ways following 
stint in the gaols when Leigh’s husband was 
{uied for assaulting another man. Leigh attempted, 
to swing the jury in their favour by lying in court 
‘but the judge sentenced her to prison with her 
hhusband for perjury. 


“THEY FORGED ARMIES OF BRUTES 
WHO WAGED WAR ON THE STREETS” 


woman in Syne 


> queen of the Loo 


Suspected conman Edward Dako ght) be 


“AT THE HEIGHT OF HER CAREER, 
LEIGH OPERATED ALMOST 
TWO DOZEN SLY GROGGERIES” 


London during the 
reign, Devine grew 
unning a brothel and placed on ap in pitiful 
month good behaviour bond, The following __better days than those where she had starved! and 
year, Leigh, the lover of gangland criminal as an infant 
‘lewey’ Freeman was sentenced again for pe ving school atthe age o 
after she supplied a false al ian, who allife inthe sweatshop 
had conducted the great Eveleigh Workshops luxuries she desired, A stunning 
“se for sticking to a man, nue eves and luscious blonde locks she 
another” she uttered and earning almost ten 
prostitute 
ld, she met an fll in 
former 


But wh 
sailed back to Australia. She followed him a 


work as a prostitute almast 
immediately rom their Paddington fat in Sydney. 
Meanwhile, her husband continued to seek out 
activity he could to earn a living 
fom gambling to ating as a standover man for 
mn Matilda Twiss, Tilly Devine fous, businesses, demanding protection money from 
fair haired beauty, She could be as generous a 


Razor Gangs: Sex, Slashers & Sly Grog 


SYDNEY'S 
GANGLAND 


BRE Key crimescenesin the 
te razor gangs’ turf war 
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‘The Tedemane Arma was the beat of 
Devin’ stomping grou a Dang. 
1 

neimes ved 
also Devine's main brotha 


COPYRIGHT. 


Crime history 


VICE, VICE BABY 


With multiple illegal activitio 
from which to profit, 


‘their pockets 


PROSTITUTION 101: 
GINGERING 


SLICE OF ‘THE PROFITS 


ROLL OF THE VICE 


THE BREWERY BUMP 


SNOW BUSINESS 


h empire 
had ample opportunities to line 


Between the pair of them, the Devines 


racked up over 100 charges, In 1925, she and 
her husband found themselves serving time 
inthe gaols together 

‘man with a razor ina barber's shop, him for 
living off her l-gotten wages, Now 25 years 
‘ld, Devine decided she would take a new 
course of action following her release. Whi 
‘awe prohibited men from running brothels 
‘mentioned nowhere that a woman was 
‘unable to do 0, 


she for slashing a 


‘Over the years, Devine accumulated er 


fortune through hiring gis to do the dirty 
‘Work while she, thelr madam, collected a 


percentage of their earings in exchange 
for the use of ane of her dens. Devine was 
kind and generous to those who were loyal 
to her but she was not opposed to a fist fght 


‘if someone double crossed her or tried to 


skip out on paying thelr dues. Some of her 
‘mest violent consort included her husband 
and Frank ‘the little gunman’ Green, a 
“psychopath, drunkard and cocaine addict” 

Although Devine and Leigh's empires were 
‘of completely diferent natures, and given 
that each had their own stomping ground, 
some areas oftheir lives overlapped. Leigh 
dabbled as a madam and Devine, with her 
empire of whorehouses, often paid her girls 
‘with a mix of money and cocaine. Theirs 
‘was arivalry of a more personal nature 

‘As the only two female arch-criminals 
in Sydney, each strived to be more vulgar, 
‘ore extravagant, more wealthy and. 
‘mote feared than the other and were not 
‘opposed to fighting each other in the streets 
‘on multiple occasions when thelr paths 
‘crossed. Leigh would encourage her men 


James 4 
Tin Devine 

was Tye 
(md paroer 


to disfigure Tilly's prostitutes with a flick oftheir 
‘azor blades. In retaliation, Tily would have her 
bheavies slash the faces of Leigh’ criminal decoys 
and smash up her sly grog shops. Leigh would 
‘send her gangsters to smash up Tilly’ brothels. 
The whole time, the women ttle tattle on each, 
other to the potice 


SHOOTER, SLASHER 
SLY GROGGER, SPY 


‘Outside oftheir personal feud, a more deadly war 
Was waging in Sycney. For two years, the violence 
‘nad bubbled beneath the surface, threatening to 
erupt inal ts bloody tury. Beginning with the 
Blood Alley Battle in the winter of 1927, which 
saw dozens of armoured gangsters injured, Devine 
and Leigh struggled for control of East Syiney 
‘vice rackets, Dozens were injured, many killed 
and all refused to name their attackers as part of 
the criminal code. 

(On the evening of 17 July 1929, Devine’s 
enforcers, Green and Sidney McDonald, came face 
to face with Leigh’ henchman. George ‘Gunmart 
Gaffney. Green was shot with a revolver although 
‘ot fatally. After taking him to the hospital, 
‘McDonald dashed to the Devines in Darlinghurst 
and relayed the ordeal before the three of them 
retumed to the couple's Maroubra home. 

Once amended, Green met up with the tio at 
around midnight. But within the hour another 
{ax pulled into Torrington Road. Stepping out of 
the cab, Gaffney and Thomlinson came to blows 
with 'Big Jin’ as they clambered into his yard 
braving for Green's blood for fear e had lived to 
tell the take 

But the tables tumed when Gaffney was fatally 
wounded by ‘Big Jim and a 303 military rifle 
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“DOZENS WERE INJURED, MANY 
KILLED AND ALL REFUSED TO 
NAME THEIR ATTACKERS” 


‘At is trial, Devine’s usbund’s defence was that 
Ine had opened fire to protect his home and wife, 
something that the court deemed justifiable 

Leigh was outraged that Gaftney had been 
killed at the hands of her enemy and offered 
2 large bounty for his ills. The Leigh-Deyine 
‘war ensued with the Devines’ gang taking the 
Offensive. Leighs faction suffered a tremendous 
amount of casualties in a number of Hoody and 
violent battles. 

By the end of 1929, the government, at its wits 
‘end with the razor gangs’ destruction on Sydney's 
streets, passed the Consorting Clause insisting 
(on harst punishments for those who “habitually 
cconsorts with reputed thieves, or prostitutes, or 
[petsons who have no visible or lawful means of 
Support” It was a clause that gave the New South 


DIGGING INTO THE HISTORY 
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‘Wales Police the utmost power in convicting 


anyone thought to be contributing to the country’s 


‘out-of hand criminality 

By the end of Jarmary 1930, a newly formed 
CConsorting Squad was on the rampage to bring. 
down the criminal factions. That year, more than, 
100 residents were charged tnder the new clause 
and at least half went to prison, 

‘Among those arrested was Devine. However 
she avoided prison by promising the judge that 
she would leave Australia fortwo yeats and 


‘eventually she was shipped off to England, leaving 


her husband behind, But with the ever increasing 


threat of being prosecuted, Big Jin’ found himself 


‘on tral for murcer within a yea. By the time 
Devine returned, her gang, which had once been 
‘the pinnacle of criminal activity, was falling apar. 
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Slashers & Sly Grog 


CUT OFF 

With the Consorting Clause in place, judges and 
Juries were much harsher in handing out sentences 
and alot mote affirmative with helping potice do 
ther Job and Devine wasn't the only vice queen to 
suites from the stricter laws, 

Leigh was arested following a police raid on 
‘one of her rented houses in Surry Hills and she 
\was sentenced to four months’ imprisonment in 
February 1929 for her role in providing a premises 
on which criminals could gather. However, the 
most damning charge came after a raid on her 
East Sydney home in the mildle of 1930. The 
Drugs Bureau found cocaine and arrested three 
female distiibutos, 

Despite her apparent luc in avolding the 
sols for most of her adult lif, Leigh was finally 
‘convicted of cocaine possession and handed 
‘down the heaviest sentence ever imposed in New 
South Wales fora narcotics offence — 12 months 
Imprisonment and afine of £250, or another 
12 months behind bars a the discretion of the 
cout, Her right-hand man, Frederick Dangat, was, 
also arested and found guilty for drugs charges 
following an arest for attempting to purchase 
15 grams of cocaine without a prescription, The 
magistrate fined Dangar £250, in default of 12 
‘months imprisonment. 

‘Through her political contacts, Leigh managed 
to persuade the courts to release her a veareatiy 
in exchange for paying a £250 fine. However, she 
‘was arrested again shortly after her release in 
January 1933 for recetving stolen goods. This time 
She was exiled fom Sydney and its surrounding 
areas fr five years. 

‘The Drug Bureau and Consorting Squad 
‘eliminated cocaine trafficking as a major organised 
‘rime activity by the mid1930s, Consorting Squad 
operations’ Mr Chaffey declared that, “The reign of 
terrors ended” Although the madams continued, 
their tives in Syney, their reputations and their 
days as crime syndicate leaders were in tatters as 
their gang members perished atthe hands ofthe 
Jaw It was Devine win felt she had the last laugh 
‘hen her arch-nemests passed away six years 
before she dic in 1964, 
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provide Unfortun: 
st part — likely 
epic ham’ trhumphar ation ~ Was lost. 


Why did it happen? 


as an usurper and Wiliam as 
throne, 
actually created 


y in France 
ceived more credence is that 
(Odo, commissioned the 


The last Anglo-Saxon king of England, 
Harold was killed at the Battle of Hastings, 
which can be seen in the tapestry 


Greatest Battles 


Carthaginian ctsens dd not sere in thelr 
yay except afi. The bulk of 
sthage soldiers were foreign mercenarien 
‘ecrulted trom acome the Mediterranea, 
‘aly these men were very capable and 
proved loyal ~ as ong as they were paid 


Pirate tactics 
‘As well as avouring boarding action. the 
Romana prsered prow to prow ramming 3 


this placed fewer demands on tet rower, 
‘who wer not as siled! and experienced 3 
{hone of thelr Punic enemies, Once» Roman 
‘hip had rammed a Carthaginian vessel and 
“ropped its corvus it would not let go unt 
the enery sip had been captured. 


[Mached w the font vinapaley atthe top 
of the pale. On each side was akneehigh 
‘ailing The corvus was wide enough 0 allow 
{oromen 9 cron abreast tthe name ie. 


‘A'oettes in length The sips 
‘weve very ail bcaune Rome 
sreereecnpieered the esis 
thom captured Carthaginian 
ccxample tach galley would 
ave acd 300 rowers aboard 
with the men ated tthe 
Sn eter side 


GREATEST 
BATTLES 


GAPE ECNOMUS, SICILY, 256 BCE 


Wiitten by Mare DeSantis 


a the Roman Republic was the master 
of mainland Italy But just across the Sua of 
Messina lay Sicily a fertile sland heavily settled 
Dy the Greeks. It was also home toa substantial 
numberof Carthaginians, With an aptitude for 

trade and a vast commercial empite acoss the 

western Mediterranean, when the Romans looked 
aut over the Strait, they saw the looming thre from, 
the Cart 
‘Meanwhile, the Mamertines, a group of Kalian 
mercenaries, had seized power in the Sclan ct of 

‘Messana (modern-day Messina) inthe 280s. They 

ail of King Hieso of Syracuse, who crushed 

them in battle in 254 BCE. They made appeals to 

Rome and Carthage for help and Carthage acted 


frst installing a small gamison in the ctadel. Re 
fearing that Sealy would become the base for future 
Carthaginian attacks on lly also sent an army to 


the island. The Carthaginlans were quickly «fected 
Inti, the Fust Punic War, Hiro side with 
(the Romans, who quickly captured many Sif 
‘A sa it was another matter entirely. The 
nr and better than, 
'$ and t would often appeat offshore, scaring 
an cites into an alliance with ther. 
was nothing Rome cou do to stop this 
*y eased they needed thelr own powerful 
nary. Using a captured Carthaginian quinguereme 
aS. model, the industrious Romans constructed 100 
Copies. along with 20 smaller tiremes, in just 60 
days in 260 BCE 
Romans knew that they were stilno match 
for the Carthaginians in rowing. To better thet 
they installed an IL-metre boarding bridge 
‘known as  corvus, on each ship's bow, Under the 


spank was a large, downwatt-pointing spike 
that embedded itself in the deck of enemy galleys 
‘Once the ship was held fast, legionares would rush 
across and capture it, turing a sea battle info land 
cone. Knowing that they were better in hand-o-hand 
combat, they packed their ships with 120 legioraries 
each so that they would have the edge 

In the Battle of Mylae, the frst major naval 
battle the Romans ever fought, they elobbered a 
Carthaginian flee that had challenged ther with 
their new contraption. From then on, Rome kept 
winning but the land war dragged on. To break the 
alemate, the Romans decided to strike Carthage 
itself and built a fleet of 330 ships in 256 BCE. 

The Carthaginians responded by preparing 350 
vessels They intercepted the Romans off Cape 
Ecnomus on the southern coast of Silly. Each 
quinquereme had some 300 rowers aboard The 
Roman fleet boasted 138,600 rowers and legionaries 
all tld, and the Carthaginians had 150.000 on thetr 

ol the number of men involved, 


galleys In ter 
enous may be the largest naval battle of al time. 
Te Roman flet defeated Carth an 
invasion army landed in Africa but the Roman 
fumbled their chance to end the war, so the confit 
would grind on for another 16 years until the last 
Carthaginian fleet was destroyed 
From then on, Rome ruled the waves But 
their rhumph would not guarantee lasting peace, 
however. Many in Carthage were deeply embittered 
by the harsh Roman peace terms. In time their 
unhappine fest itself n the daring 
invasion of aly by Carthage’s most famo 
Hannibal Barca, who would smash sever 
Rome's armies during the Second Punic 
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Henry VIII's divorce from Catherine of Aragon split Christianity 


and doomed Britain to years of sectarian violence, 
but its first victim was their daughter 


the 2ist century, while emotions still 
‘run hot, we have developed social norms 
{or dealing with family breakdown. For 
instance, the second spouse is not supposed 
to criticise the first, the children learn to 

live with the step-parent and everyone 

A civilised fashion. Inthe 1530s, things 

different, The most high-profile divorce 

history lasted nearly ten Years and changed the 

face of the country forever, as well as eaving deep 

‘psychological scars on the protagonists. 

‘At the heart ofthe storm was Mary, the only 
surviving child of Henry VII and his frst wite, 
(Catherine of Aragon. From her birth in 1516, Mary 
Was Henry's cherished daughter — he showed 
her off to ambassadors, spoke admiringly of 
her accomplishments and spent as much time 
ith her as was consistent with royal duties. 

In Henry's eyes, Mary had only one flaw, but 
st was insurmountatve. Despite her charm and, 
Antelligence, she was not fit to be a monarch 
because she was female. 

Until 1524, the king's vision ofthe furure 
Involved Mary making a splendid match to a 
foreign prince — preferably her mothers nephew, 
Emperor Charles V, or pethaps the hei tothe 


French crown — while he and Catherine would 
have a son to rule England. When it became 
apparent that Catherine could have no more 
children, the king was in a quandary, Should he 
accept Mary as his hetr or consider his illegitimate 
son, Henry FitzRoy, as an altemative? 

Henry hedged his bets, Mary, although not 
officially created Princess of Wales, was called by 
that title and given a grand household, becoming 
the figurehead of the Counc! for Wales and the 

ous Princes of Wales had been. 

nobled with the royal ties of Duke 

1d Somerset. 

Henry began envisaging a 
<ifferent solution. White he had not always been a 
faithful husband, the roval couple had been happy 
together, sharing a political vision of England 
allted to Spain and reconquering France. But their 
personal relationship had deteriorated, the death 
‘ow being struck when Emperor Charles ted 
Mary in 1525, Henry began pondering whether his 
‘marriage to Catherine was, in fact, valid tall 

Looking back retroactively, we may think that 
Henry was cynical in his sudden interest inthe 
biblical text forbidding marttage to a brother's 
widow — after all, it was hardly a new taboo, 
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A princess’ duty was to marry to create alliances between 
nations — and Mary was no exception 


In 118, when Queen Claude of France bore son 
1 a mugpsted hat tv te boy Dauphin Franc 
shut be betrothed to Mary. Th French nite that 
Mary be coped a the ht to the Ergin tr 
en hid no sm Her hese, but once Fas 
carers the Queen Gatterine wa pregrat. he 


she warn oh hn. Ete aebratory feat. 
‘rer 3.000 lve of bred, 2500 wags nd 16 and 2 
al alone of rem were consumed May and the 
regan Catherine reed. avrg Henry and ter, 
another Mary Tor once queen of France hese. to 
‘Teno ated ntl Anglo French elation 
eterierte in 521 and May was cenen or an even 
more grows match with Emperor Cartes V, 


‘hat God wea rear for hi ath sevice wth 
a rade he The bette ceremony at Greer 

‘ctor 1518 was two are halyard Mary's fist 
orm publ appeararce, cessed In th pid with 
2 Bact jewel immed cap 

The ceremony began with the Master ofthe 
Rate racing ng amon pring marsage Not 
surprising Mary ted and was “ake in arms. 
Gra! Woe ake Henry and Caner # hey 
agreed to thee dougie beta a both okey 
‘tems her consent. 

With afar Weary placed a grt damon 
rg on Marys ny foger Amal Bonnvet of Fares, 
cig25 proxy forthe éauphin. pushed t over her 
kuche The compary then heard Mass inthe pace 

, ; ‘chapel. wich had ber hung wth god cloth. Mary 
as Anne. realising that Henry a eight everyone by ashing Bonsivet the were 


od 4 rd ; ; ‘ st 
Hemyy needed Mary to agree that ‘ ak 


she was not his herr ima kra om 


about thett health, 
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oak an invasion with the 
‘Mary’ position. They 


Pope Julius I! had given a dispensation for y held that if parents had later relaxed, though, and 
the marriage in 1503 but in atime of radical te correspond 
gious upheaval, with attacks on the authority le he union annulled, 1533, Thomas: 
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ement VIL to anna i at 

of royal marti * i ntually sent away 

‘uncommon but Henry 4 ms ce her demotion. resistance. With no household 
11 when the long-running case was 

hidden and most ofthe detail w 

her 


saw the opportunity to be a queen rather than a might protest hi 


mistress and pressed for marriage would be deli Impose his authority on her stepdaught 
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After Henry VIII died in 1547, Mary bided her As queen, she was determined to restore 


(Grey, on the throne, Mary could stand no mon 
With widespread popular support, she made a 
triumphal return t 


ight ably set 
the tone for how she would be remembered, 


Psi “The stain began to tell on Marys seston xc 
“TS : 5 ; emcee 
health and Catherine begged to be 2th facta — nde the st 


ever child of divorce — a 


y 
A musical family Mary inherited her musical talents from her father 


Playing runcal struments was an extent {ny 152. ether anc daughter ook part in 
‘ment of court education. Hemry played «rangi entertain the French ambusadors 


ely counselled 


allowed to nurse her sick daughler wera pr 


‘umeras instruments 48 wel x composing sme 
20 ngs and itrumentl pecs. and Mary 
Inbred i alae, Sha rtrd sever! varieties 
of heya ie the vga spin harpsichord 
Andrea. a8 wel asthe te ad the bec Sh 


‘moro te eons nthe ay 140 frm the 
wel koon Flemish uteri Pap van Wylde. 

Wve Hemy had 4 meadows tener sng 
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